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Some very exciting things have been happening here at Munholland over the past
few weeks, and more is forthcoming! These are things which we can and should
celebrate, for they are things you’ve been engaged in which have spread God’s
love to others.

Because of your generosity, our youth collected enough food for 30 Thanksgiving
baskets for distribution to families needing help. Each basket contained a gift
card to Rouses for $10, providing funds for the purchase of a turkey. Our youth
also served a lunch (which they prepared) at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
at noon on November 22 to folks who otherwise had nothing to eat. You donated
91 shoe boxes with supplies and goodies for children overseas. Munholland was
a collection point for our area, and so Debbie Holman oversaw the boxing of over
300 shoe boxes for shipping. On the first three Saturday’s in December, we will
have a work team on the West Bank working on a house to be made available for
occupancy by a local non-profit organization. If you would like to help, contact
LaSheena. Our Evangelism Committee did a great job with ‘Open House’ month
in September and October. Members and visitors alike were greeted outside,
given a nametag and if desired, information about Munholland. The committee
also coordinated our new Pictorial Directory, the first since 2005. Also, they are
making yard signs available on November 29 and December 6 at a cost of $7.50.
On one side will be information about “Caroling Under the Oak” on December 13
and on the other side will be information about Christmas Eve services. Be sure
to put one in your yard as an invitation to Munholland and as a witness to your
participation in the life of this church. We had about 14 people at the ‘Rethink
Evangelism’ event in Alexandria on November 14, where Tony Campolo was the
speaker. | know that great things will come from our experiences at this event.
Participation in our Adult Studies this fall has been excellent, and | know many of
you are finding yourself enriched.

You can read about additional things which have and are happening at Munhol-
land in other articles in this newsletter. We have many more forthcoming events
during the Advent season through which we can prepare ourselves for the birth of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God for the wonderful ways in
which the Holy Spirit is working here at Munholland. May you have a blessed
Advent/Christmas season.

Gene Finnell




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

There will be no Executive Meeting, General
Meeting or Circle Meeting scheduled for the
month of December.
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Ploase mark your calendans for ows annual
Chriotmas Brunch. Lo be hefe on Saturdasy,
Decomber 12" from 10:00 am wntil noon at

the home of Sarah Kreulsiger

5 you have boon considering joining the
United Methodiot Women, this nould be an
excellent lime Lo meet the fadieca and fearn more
aboul who we are and what we are off aboul.

Phyllio Jansler at 455-9942.
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ON DECEMBER 5, EIGHT MEMBERS WILL BE
TRAVELING TO THE WEST BANK TO WORK
ON A HOME THAT WILL BE USED TO HOUSE
A PERSON FROM THE TRIUMPH FOR
SPECTAL PEOPLE COMMUNITY.

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR MISSION TEAM:

Don Hall Bob Hall
Skeeter Stulb Paul Gregory
Johnny Barron Art Johnson
Elizabeth Bonner
Rev. Sheena Simmons

Dear Munbolland Members,

Many Black
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UMW Hope

Circle

QWMWwﬂmbmfot Sa/bwtbwy,
U)ecngabn%ﬁomw:oo am untif noon fozb@e
annual Cristmas Bounch befd ak the bome of

Sarah Rreutziger.

Sf’ yow Bave any queétiono, Pfe«me conback
Lisa ((Bowzgeow ak 231-8470.

REMINDER ...
POINSETTIA ORDERS ARE DUE BY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2".

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Last week we delivered 375 shoe boxes to the
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary,
where they will start their journey all over the
world to brighten the Christmases of dis-
advantaged children, while introducing them to
God's love.

This was the first year our church has been a
relay center. In addition to the 91 boxes our
church members and groups packed, we
accepted 286 boxes from individuals, groups and
other churches in our area.

Thank you to the many people who "manned the
table" to accept boxes: Prissy Emonet, Betsy
White, Trina Derenbecker, Christy Ulm, Troy
Maupin, Tracy Kuchler, Mary Ann Torsch, Ellen
Hawkins and Julie Lloyd. A special thanks to
Mary Ann and Peter Torsch and Julie & Steve
Lloyd for help with preparing the cartons, loading
boxes and delivering the cartons to NOBTS.

Debbie Holman
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Christmas Family Funday will be held on
Sunday, December 6" from 4:00 pm until
6:00 pm. Everyone is welcome to come and
celebrate Jesus’ Birthday (for more info see pg 5).
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Prison Fellowship Angel Tree Party will be
held on Sunday, December 13" at 4:00 pm.
Hosted by the Mission Committee with
assistance from the youth. This event is open to
members and families. If you have any questions,
please contact Anne Cutrer at 237-2887
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Munholland’s “Caroling Under the Oak” will
be held on Sunday, December 13" at 6:00 pm
in front of the Sanctuary. Refreshments will
be served.
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The Living Nativity will begin on Sunday,,
December 13" at 6:00 pm and then will resume
again on Sunday, December 20" nightly
through Christmas Eve - Thursday, December
24",

If you would like to be a part of the L.iving
Nativity as a Shepherd, Wisemen, Mary,
Joseph, or an Angel, please sign the sign-up
sheet. 'The sign-up sheet can be found on the
board located to the left of the \Welcome
Center by the Elmeer Entrance or call the
church office at 834-9910.

CARE TEAM MEETING
December 15" at 6:00 pm
in room 211

SHAWL MINISTRY MEETING
December 19™ at 10:00 am
in the Fellowship Hall

.I.
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Christmas Eve - Thursday, 12/24

4:30 pm
6:00 pm

Family Candlelight Service

Candlelight Communion
Service

Infant Nursery will be available for both services

Ne. & Mo, V.B. MCutchen
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Advent grpjgs AT MUNHOLLAND

Sunday afternoon Advent Study began on
November 29™ through January 3™ from 4:30
pm to 5:30 pm. The cost is$8 per person.

Rev. Janet Davis is directing the study on Beth
Richardson’s “Child of Light... Walking Through
Advent and Christmas”.

If you are still interested in signing up for this
class, contact the church office at 834-9910.

Thursday morning Advent Study began on
November 19" through December | 7" from
10:00 (not 10:30 am) until |1 1:30 am. The cost

is$ 8 per person.

Karla Schexnayder is directing “The Scriptures
Sing of Christmas” by author Dr. J. Ellsworth
Kalas. In this study discover anew the true
meaning of Christmas.

If you are still interested in signing up for this
class, contact Karla Schexnayder at 887-1560
or the church office at 834-9910.

Due Date

The next edition of The Messenger goes to print on,
Wednesday, December 9™. We will include in the
newsletter, all articles received by 10:00 am on Tuesday,
December 8™

Weekly Worship Attendance

Nov. 08 Nov. 15

Sunday

8:30 am 65 74

9:45 am 42 42

11:00 am 143 125
Svc of Prayer & Healing 20 20
Other 15 15
Total 285 276
Sunday School 171 171
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On Sunday, November 29™ and Sunday,
December 6™ the Evangelism Committee will
be selling yard signs to promote our Christmas
Eve Service and the “Caroling under the Oak”
events here at the church. Each sign will be
$7.75.

You can stop by to pick your sign up in the
hallway near the Elmeer entrance.

The “Angel Tree” deadline of December 6" is
approaching fast. If you have not already taken
a tag from the tree there may still be a few left.

If you have your gift (make sure the tag is
attached), and place it under the tree in the
Fellowship Hall...

THINK ABOUT IT

All believers in Jesus Christ are confident that
God directs our paths. For Prov 3:6 assures us
of that very thing. But far too often we find
ourselves questioning whether or not we made
the right decision. The outcome just doesn’t
seem that we did. If we go back to the verse
just before that promise, it clearly instructs us
how to be confident in our decision making
process. Verse 5 says “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, lean not on your own under-
standing. In all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct your paths.”

We should never presume that we have what it
takes to make good decisions in life. In fact
Isaiah 55:9 says "My ways are better than your
ways, and my thoughts are higher than your
thoughts.” At every crossroad, every decision,
every choice and every turn we should first
recognize our deep need for God’s wisdom and
direction before we make our move. Seek His
face and His voice for the first move and
continue to let Him order our steps. Only God
sees the end from the beginning. He promises
that IF we submit to Him and obey His
instructions, we can be certain that He is
leading us in His divine plan.

The equation might look like this:

TRUST + HUMILITY + PRAYER = GOOD DECISION




CHRISTMAS FAMILY FUNDAY
Sunday, December 6, 2009
from 4:00pm until 6:00pm

We are entering the time of year set aside to celebrate the greatest gift ever given, Jesus! We are inviting all
members, of all ages, to kickoff this season with us by attending the Funday on Sunday. We will celebrate by
creating 3 gifts, the same number that baby Jesus received. The first will be for those individuals visiting our
church during the season. The second will be a gift for anyone you choose to give it to. The third will be for the
homeless mission in New Orleans. This gift will be a donation of winter hats, gloves, socks or blankets to be placed
in the containers by the Elmeer & Metairie Rd entrances during December or you can bring them to the Funday.

In addition, we will have pizza, drinks and of course, birthday cake for Jesus and for everyone. We will decorate
some “trees” and have a “snowball fight” in our forest. Those of you that attended last year, please don't give away
the tree and snowball secret. We will take group pictures for anyone who wishes to have one made and then email
them to you or print them and have you pick them up at the welcome center.

The event is for parents, children, grandparents, young adults, older adults, singles, widows, and anyone else in the
church family. You do not have to have children to attend. You can be grandparents or parents for the day.
Families with children will welcome the additional hands to help them. There will be no nursery for this event, you
can bring the younger ones to the event with you. 1f you would like to help with this event, please call Lisa
Bourgeois at 231-8470 or email roadmom@cox.net.

DECEMBER’S CHOIR $CHEDULE
Littlest Angels — Wednesday

MUMY CALENDAR

(Rehearsal- Rm. 111) (Munholland United Methodist Youth)
12/02/09 Choir Time 6:00-6:45 pm December 2009
12/09/09 Choir Time 6:00-6:45 pm
12/16/09 Choir Time 6:00-6:45 pm Dec. 05 Saturday - 2nd Harvesters

Altar Choir — Sunday Dec. 06 Christmas Family Fun Day —

(Rehearsal-Elementary Music Room) 4:00 — 6:00 pm, MUMY to

12/06/09 Choir Time 10:15-10:45 am help out at this event.
12/13/09 Choir Time 10:15-10:45 am

Dec. 13 Angel Tree Party, Caroling Under

Chancel Choir — Wednesday the Oak, and Nativity Scene

12/02/08 Choir Time 6:30-8:00 pm (time to be announced)
12/09/08 Choir Time 6:30-8:00 pm
12/16/09 Choir Time 6:30-8:00 pm Dec. 20 Christmas Party at Kiernan's house

KIDS DAY OUT .
Dec. 27 No Youth Meeting

On Friday, December 11", we will celebrate

Jesus’ Birthday. Meetings begin at 5:00 pm and end at 7:00 pm, unless

otherwise noted. Please bring $2 for supper. Please

We will also have Class Christmas Celebrations. pick up your children in the Elmeer parking lot
following youth activities, so we can make sure they
KDO will be closed for Christmas Holidays - get to their cars safely.
December 21° through January 6™
If you have any questions, please contact the KDO For more information, call Ford Dieth at 834-9910
Director at 834-0920. or e-mail at Jaxbagotricks@ yahoo.com.
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MUNHOLLANDS
POT LUCK DINNER
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CONSTRUCTION

Munholland will be cleaning and gutting a home for
Triumph of Special People, a non-profit organization that provides,
among other things, housing for developmentally disabled adults
in the New Orleans Area.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FIRST THREE SATURDAY'’S in DECEMBER
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

To get your name on the volunteer list contact Elizabeth A. Barron at 889-1953,
ebarron@xula.edu or Rev. Sheena at 834-9910, lasheenas@munholland.org
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Contact us:

Phone: 504-834-9910

Fax: 504-834-9913

E-mail submissions for the Messenger to
darleneb@munholland.org

746 WW is published twice monthly.

We mailed this copy of Phe Wessenger on Tuesday, November 23, 2009. If you received your copy after Tuesday,
November 30", please contact your local US Post Office.



